African and African-American Studies events
Fall 2011
SEPTEMBER

Sept. 13, The Arc of Justice: The Incarceration (and Exoneration) of Darryl Hunt
4 to 7 p.m., Ecumenical Campus Ministries (ECM), 1204 Oread Ave. 

Darryl Hunt was twice convicted of a 1984 murder he didn't commit. Although DNA testing proved his innocence, he was imprisoned for another decade before he was exonerated.  Join an in-depth discussion on race, justice and the forces that helped shape Hunt's release with Darryl Hunt, Imam Khalid Griggs (founding member of the Darryl Hunt Defense fund) and Phoebe Zerwick (investigative journalist). Sponsored by William Allen White School of Journalism and Mass Communications, KU School of Law, KU School of Social Welfare and Ecumenical Campus Ministries. Co-sponsored by KU Department of African and African-American Studies and Kansas Coalition Against the Death Penalty.
Archived video will be available on www.journalism.ku.edu.
Sept. 14, Creativity & Dissidence, the 2011 Marwa Africana Lecture, featuring Nawal El Saadawi
7 p.m., Woodruff Auditorium, Kansas Union

Nawal El Saadawi is hailed as a renowned feminist and human rights activist and has openly addressed issues such as prostitution, female genital mutilation and discriminatory family laws. Exiled from her home country of Egypt for years, she was jailed by President Anwar Sadat for crimes against the state and has endured threats on her life. She has written more than 40 books, including one she penned, while imprisoned, on a roll of toilet paper with an eyebrow pencil smuggled to her. A psychiatrist, she has had books banned in Arab countries. She began vocalizing her discontent with the Egyptian government 40 years ago and was found in the thick of the protests in Cairo’s Tahrir Square earlier this year.  
El Saadawi’s lecture will speak to how creativity and dissidence relate to revolution, and will include topics such as patriarchy, class, religion and education. The lecture will be followed by a reception and book signing in the Union’s Traditions area. 
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Oct. 27-29, African Literature in Global Perspective Symposium
Hall Center and various campus locations
This symposium will examine the state, focus and direction of African literatures (the verbal and the performing arts) within a global context and from new critical perspectives. It will investigate the response of the new generation of African writers to questions posed by transnationalism, migration and local identities engendered by the global momentum, especially as manifested in the last twenty-five years.
NOVEMBER 

Nov. 10, Hip Hop as Poetry 
Event time TBD, lecture and performance at Alderson Auditorium, Kansas Union
Adam Bradley is an associate professor specializing in African American literature at the University of Colorado. He received his BA from Lewis & Clark College and his Ph.D. from Harvard University. Dr. Bradley’s work considers the crosscurrents of literary and popular culture, from the fiction of Ralph Ellison to the lyrics of Jay-Z. He is the co-editor of the posthumous publication of Ellison’s Three Days Before the Shooting. . .: The Unfinished Second Novel and the author of a critical study of Ellison’s life and work entitled  Ralph Ellison in Progress. He is also helping to define the emerging field of hip-hop poetics with Book of Rhymes: The Poetics of Hip Hop and The Anthology of Rap. Beyond academia, his writing and commentary has appeared in The Washington Post, The New York Time, and The Wall Street Journal as well as on NPR and C-SPAN. He is presently at work on a cultural history of the Afro and several projects related to hip-hop music and culture.


